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has shown dramatic results.  

 Created or funded four scholarship funds 

within the Region .   

 Created 4 new sections, 3 student sections 

 Successfully launched two Chapter of the 

Year awards (one medium and one large) 

 Stars participation increased 30% to 70% 

 Incorporation and affiliation agreements 

are 92% compliant. 

 Website is up 

 The Region II Newsletter started. 

 
She has actively served on a number of major 

committees, too many for me to list here.   

Evidently the word “No” is not in her vocabu-

lary.   Thank you, for all your dedicated service, 

Trish, you have made us better.  - Jim -   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Organizations such as ASSE provide a great op-

portunity for its members to excel in so many ways 

through Career enhancing educational forums, 

higher academic pathways, networking and profes-

sional credentialing recognized around the Globe.  

But, less obvious though no less valid, this organi-

zation provides opportunities to lead some of the 

top Environmental, Safety and Health Profession-

als in the field today.  It is these leaders who make 

so much of our gains possible, not because they 
wear an official òható for a year or more, but be-

cause they maintain, grow and nurture a founda-

tion by which we all can contribute to personal 

growth and enhancement of the profession.   

 It is a pleasure to introduce our Region II leader 

and tell you a little more than you might know 

about the work that defines those who not only 

meet, but exceed, the challenges of the office.  

The experience never leaves you. 

 We call her òTRISH!ó          - Ernie Harper -  

Trish Ennis, CSP, ARM, has provided leadership 
for Region II for four years this June 30th.   

From Jim Gallup, Area A Director and incoming 
RVPτAlthough the term for the RVP is not over for 

Trish Ennis until June 30, I would like to dedicate this 

newsletter for the prodigious work performed over  

her 4-year term.  She inherited a Region II that was 

moving forward nicely, and fine-tuned a direction that 

TRISHõS LAST ROC MEETING AS REGION II VP 

EDITORõS CORNER 

 More Trish: It was her pa-

tience over a two year span 

that allowed this Editor to 

clear the “decks” enough to 

complete a promise to get the 

Newsletter launched properly.   

Leadership is seldom about 

power, sometimes it’s an ability 

to “Focus on the solution, not 

the problem!”  Leaders do that. 

 
 Her work included: Board 

Meetings, three per year; just 

prior to PDC, in the fall just 

prior to Leadership conference 

(which RVP's must try to at-

tend), and a Winter Board 

meeting usually in February. The 

RVP is a member of the Council 

on Member and Region Affairs 

(CoMRA). In addition to Board 

meetings there are two ROC 
meetings and various committee 

meetings. Committees Trish 

served on: Model bylaws, nomi-

nations and elections, strategic 

planning, finance, 100 year anni-

versary task force, STARS com-

mittee and Chairs the 2008 

Future Safety Leaders Confer-

ence task force (student leader-

ship).   Yes, and much more! 
 We do owe a debt to the HRH 

Company, Denver, for letting us 

share 30% of her time.                  

                       - Ernie Harper -   
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 Your Regional Operating Committee 

(ROC) convened at Hilb Rogal & Hobbs 
(HRH) , Denver with 18 attendees plus 

Susan Lewis, PhD who is the Manager 

of Chapter/Student  Services for ASSE.  

Susan was a great asset and source of 

Society information, both before and 

after the meeting and her presence was 

greatly appreciated. 

 Important Chapter and Region II busi-

ness occupied much of the working 

session.  Chapter ideas and activities 

are shared and tied to Region II and 

Society business, some of which has a 

direct bearing on individual members 

and the organization as a whole.  Some 

partial highlights include:  

 Mike Lorenzo is the Region II Web 
Liaison.  Trish demonstrated the power 
of the WEB’s interactive Brochure fea-

tures. 

 Chapter Incorporation status. 

 Succession planning and a new RVP 

advisory team consisting of two recent 

RVP’s, the Area Directors and the RVP. 

 Society Board recommendation for an 

increase in dues.  (Page 3) 

 Stars. (Page 3) 

 Pikes Peak is renamed the Southern 
Colorado Chapter requiring the letter of 

incorporation to be changed during the An-

nual submittal for the name change. 

 Denis White was voted RII Treasurer 

 The RII Newsletter will continue 4X/year. 

All-in-all a successful meeting.  - Ernie Harper - 

REGION II ROC MEETING March 14 -15, 2008 

Montanaõs Big Sky and New Mexico PDCõs - 2008  

Major Training 

and conference 

Schedules from 

the Chapters 

 

 

The Big Sky 

& 

New Mexico  

Chapters 

Page 2 Region II Newsletter 

Montanaõs Big Sky Chapter 

is presenting the Intermountain 

NW Safety Conference May 

14th—16th, 2008 in West Yel-

lowstone. at the Holiday Inn 

Sunspree Resort..  Plan for a 

first rate S & H Conference 

starting with a Dynamic Keynote 

speaker, Michael Melnik who is 

guaranteed to energize you on 

leadership, growth and positive 

change.   

The three tracks cover manage-

ment Systems, Safety & Health 

along with Construction & Min-

ing.  Topics range from Ad-

vanced Electrical Safety and 

Forensics, to Ethics, Building 

Safety Into Design, OSHA 10-

Hour, Aerosol Monitoring & 
Measuring, ANSI Z10 and Mold. 

 

Contact information follows.   

Registration and program forms  

can be requested from Marilyn or 

Roger (below).    
Contact Marilyn Cameron, mcam-
eron@mtech.edu, 406-496-4463 or 

Roger Jensen, rjensen@mtech.edu, 406

-496-4111 for more information  

 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    BIG SKY WEB SITE: 

                  http://bigsky.asse.org 

****************************** 
The New Mexico Chapterõs 

33rd PDC, April 21-23, 2008 

 
The Chapter has compiled excel-

lent speakers with a variety of 

topics relating to safety, health,  

 environment, construction and 

occupational medicine.   
 We are very pleased to have 

Dr. Mike V. Martin,   President 

of New Mexico State University 

as our Keynote speaker and one 

of our fellow ASSE members, 
Region II Area A Director, Mr. 

Jim Gallup speaking on “Fire 

Investigations” at the day 1 

luncheon. The day 2 luncheon 

will be the awards ceremony.  

Day 3 is the Electrical Safety 

Post conference seminar that 

will include an NFPA 70E re-

fresher.  Sign up soon. 

  
 For more information contact 

President-Elect Mike Kemp 505 

794-4054 or go to http://

newmexico.asse.org  (Not 

linked here.) 

TRISH AND JIM GALLUP CONSULT-

ING EARLY ON AT THE DENVER ROC 

ROC ATTENDEES MINUS THE CAMERA GUY 

GUESS WHO? 

mailto:mcameron@mtech.edu
mailto:mcameron@mtech.edu
mailto:rjensen@mtech.edu
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 Motion/Recommendation/

Proposal: The Finance Com-

mittee after a soft 2007 PDC 

and a detailed study had rec-

ommended that the Board of 

Directors approve a dues in-

crease of $29 for the United 

States. This dues increase will 

become effective July 1, 2008 (e

-ballot 45 days in advance to 
the HOD as defined by the 

BYLAWS) and will coincide 

with October 2008 renewals.   

   
 On March 1st, 2008, the 

Board of Directors approved 

the increase which must be 

voted on by the 2007-2008 

House of Delegates member-

ship. 

 
 The study details are too ex-

tensive to cover here but your 

Chapter President and later, 

your Delegate will receive ma-

terial covering that information. 

 

 Key points were:  

 Historically successful finan-
cial performance has been 

driven by very successful 
annual PDCs, which have 
significantly contributed non-

dues revenue.  

 ASSE is vulnerable financially if 

we depend upon revenue 
sources that fluctuate with 

events beyond our control.  
Dependence on the annual 
PDC remains a fact but it 

puts a lot onto one event.  
We cannot afford to depend 
upon hitting a homerun every 

time with the PDC.  As an 
example, the PDC in 2007 
had fewer registrants than in 

2006, making this year a 

particularly challenging year 

financially.  

 The House of Delegates 
approved the last dues in-

crease in 1999.  Dues were 
increased from $105 to $120.   
Previously, to that, the dues 

DUES INCREASE GOING TO THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES  

Safety in Pictures 

STARS, AND A NEW TAX FORM FOR CHAPTERS  

signed to recognize Chapters 

that give their members supe-

rior service and programs to 

advance continued professional 

growth.  This year there are 43 

ASSE Chapters worldwide who 

will be receiving this prestigious 

award.  Of these 43, 7 of these 

reside in Region 2 and of these 

seven chapters, two of them 
(Four Corners and Arizona) 

have also been nominated by 

Region Vice President, Trish 

Ennis, for consideration as 

ASSE Chapter of the Year in 

the Small and Large Chapter 

categories.  We wish these two 

chapters good luck and invite 

you to this years annual Chap-

ter Recognition Luncheon to 

be held on Tuesday, June 10th 

at 11:45 a.m. at the ASSE PDC 

in Las Vegas, Nevada where 

you can help them celebrate 

their success! 

 
New Tax Form, all Chap-

ters: The IRS requires notifica-

tion  of non-profit status.  Go 

to www.IRS.gov  (not linked). 

  STARS participation contin-

ues to grow in Region II with 

11 of 13 Chapters submitting 

applications last year.  Of the 

eleven, 7 Chapters achieved 

STAR status. 
  List of chapter STARS for 

Region II: Four Corners, Ari-

zona, Utah, Southern Arizona, 

Colorado, Snake River and 

New Mexico.   

 
 Now in its fourth year, the 
ASSE Chapter Stars Recogni-

tion Program (CSRP) is de-
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How not to blow a fuse! 
 

OSHA inspectors in Maryland 

found this example of a serious 
solution. I’m not saying we 
recommend it, though, because 

this will make safety specialists 
and inspectors blow their 
fuses. Unless the reason for 

the original problem gets a lot 

more dramatic and a fire or 
electrocution is the result. 
Then the real pain will have 

started, the kind that makes an 
inconvenience seem awfully 
minor. 

 Circuit Breakers or fuses that 
continue to trip or blow can 
be stopped by inserting solid 

BOLTS in place of the fuses as 
pictured.  This last time one of 
my technicians tried something 

similar, he found the problem 
all right, when the faulty ca-
pacitor ruptured and struck 
him in the throat.  He survived 

to learn improved trouble-
shooting techniques.  - Harper 
File & Commentary-  

  Why is he smiling!  Oh, he’s spotted the cam-

era.  That explains it.  Now, let me think about this.  
The work is pulling wire and he does have at least 
one hand (four fingers) to hold him in place as he 

works above his head.   
 
 Lets see now, this is not “exactly” a LADDER 
JACK and it’s not “exactly” a TRESTLE LADDER 

platform.  The platform “board” isn’t secured on 
either end, is less than 18” wide, he is maybe 10’ 
above the current deck and a few hundred feet 

above the street.  That little green thing way below  
his right foot near the photo’s bottom edge is a 6’ 
ladder.  Somehow I don’t think this’ll pass 29 CFR 

1926.451 (b)...or just take your pick.  Oh, one could 

quibble about such things as PFA systems, guard-
rails, foundation stability, board selection, etc., but  

I’m sure this is a much faster way to finish.  Hmmm!  
- Harper fileñComments are the Editorõs. 

        were raised by $20 in 1995. 

 The Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) has increased 20% 

since the last dues increase.  

  
 The Finance Committee exam-

ined 8 other major organizations 
(5 in the USA, 3 international) and 
even with the increase all but one 

(SIA, Safety Institute of Australia ) 
are higher.  Overall financial per-

formance, growth in non-dues 

revenue, investment growth were 

among the considerations. 
 If approved, the basic dues will 

rise from $120 to $149. 

                     - Editor Summary -  
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Save the Date for Construction Symposium 

 

ASSE plans to hold a Construction Symposium from November 20-21, 2008 in Scottsdale, AZ.  

 

Presentations during this symposium will address hazards and exposures in the construction and demoli-

tion industry as well as use of the A10 standards. A call for speakers and additional information will follow 

later this year.   
 

A10.19 Standard Awaiting ANSI Approval 

 
The standard, “Safety Requirements for Pile Installation and Extraction Operations” (ANSI/ASSE A10.19-

20xx), has been balloted and is awaiting final ANSI approval. ASSE will notify members of ANSI’s decision 

once it becomes available.   
 

Continued Success for ANSI/ASSE Z359 Fall Protection Code  
 

Since its release, the new ANSI/ASSE Z359 Fall Protection Code continues to help employers nationwide 

better protect workers at height from falls, one of the leading causes of occupational injuries and fatalities.  

The Code includes the following standards: 

 ANSI/ASSE Z359.0-2007: Definitions and Nomenclature Used for Fall Protection and Fall Arrest 

 ANSI/ASSE Z359.1-2007: Safety Requirements for Personal Fall Arrest Systems, Subsystems and 

Components 

 ANSI/ASSE Z359.2-2007: Minimum Requirements for a Comprehensive Managed Fall Protection Pro-

gram 

 ANSI/ASSE Z359.3-2007: Safety Requirements for Positioning and Travel Restraint Systems 

 ANSI/ASSE Z359.4-2007: Safety Requirements for Assisted-Rescue and Self-Rescue Systems, Subsys-

tems and Components 

 ANSI/ASSE Z359.1-1992 (R1999): Safety Requirements for Personal Fall Arrest Systems, Subsystems 

and Components  (Historic Document Only)  

 
For more information on the ANSI/ASSE Z359 Fall Protection Code, visit: http://www.asse.org/

cartpage.php?link=z359-pkg  

ORIGINAL 

APPROVAL  

OF A10.40 

STANDARD 

University of Nevada at Las 

Vegas:  

 
Tuesday, June 10, 2:30 p.m. to 

4:00 p.m. Go on a guided cam-

pus tour and learn of the unique 

challenges SH&E professionals 

face in an education setting. 

 

Las Vegas Monorail:  

 
Wednesday, June 11, 1:30 p.m. 

to 2:30 p.m. Tour the monorail 

system that runs the length of 

the Las Vegas Strip, and observe 

the system’s safety features. 
Healthcare Facility Tour at 

Southern Hills Hospital: 

Wednesday, June 11, 9:30 a.m. 

to 11:00 a.m. This tour provides 

an overview of challenges faced 

 Safety 2008, scheduled for June 

9-12 in Las Vegas, NV, has much 

to offer to build your SH&E skills 

and knowledge. In addition to the 

presentations, concurrent ses-

sions, and pre- and post confer-

ence seminars, ASSE has organ-

ized several technical tours to 

further your knowledge of indus-

tries and businesses in Las Vegas 
and how they address safety each 

day. Here is a tentative schedule 

of technical tours available during 

the conference. 

 

Construction Site:  

 
Tuesday, June 10, 9:30 a.m. to 

11:00 a.m. This tour provides an 

overview of a large construction 

site and its safety program. 

by SH&E professionals in the 

healthcare industry. 
Space for technical tours is lim-

ited. To sign up for a tour or to 

check availability, contact  

 
ASSEõs Customer Service 

Department. 

 

REMEMBER TO 

REGISTER FOR 

THE LAS VEGAS 

PDC AND GET 

YOUR HOTEL 

NOW!  
ON LINE 

 http://www.asse.org/

education/pdc08/  

Technical Tours Help Enhance Safety 2008 Experience 

.ASSE SOCIETY NEWS  

 
On March 13, 

2007, the Ameri-
can National 

Standards Insti-
tute (ANSI) Board 
of Standards Re-

view (BSR) re-
jected the Con-

struction Industry 
Employer Coali-
tionôs appeal to 

withdraw the 
adoption of the 
approved volun-
tary consensus 

standard 
ñReduction of 

Musculoskeletal 
Problems in Con-
structionò (ANSI/

ASSE A10.40-

2007) 
 

 Pending the conclusion of 
any further appeals, BSR 
has determined that its 

original action to approve 
A10.40 as an American 

National Standard stands. 
 

For more information, visit 
http://www.asse.org/

newsroom/release.php?
pressRelease=1006.   

http://www.asse.org/cartpage.php?link=z359-pkg
http://www.asse.org/cartpage.php?link=z359-pkg
http://www.unlv.edu/
http://www.unlv.edu/
http://www.lvmonorail.com/
http://www.southernhillshospital.com/
http://www.asse.org/education/pdc08/
http://www.asse.org/education/pdc08/tours-and-attractions.php
mailto:customerservice@asse.org?subject=Safety%202008%20Technical%20Tours
mailto:customerservice@asse.org?subject=Safety%202008%20Technical%20Tours
http://www.asse.org/newsroom/release.php?pressRelease=1006
http://www.asse.org/newsroom/release.php?pressRelease=1006
http://www.asse.org/newsroom/release.php?pressRelease=1006
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THE TECHNICAL CORNER - 1 
 

Ground Fault Receptacles  

 

There is a pending change in the upcoming 2008 UL Standard UL943, clause 5.14.5 which, if it goes into effect as expected, will 

require all GFCI manufactures to comply equally.  As of now, manufacturers have two options as explained below.  No power is 

allowed to the outlet face of the GFCI receptacle in the event that the GFCI is òLine to Loadó miswired.  This clause is unre-

lated to the òEnd of Lifeó issue.   

 

You may want to pass this on to your Contractors, Facility Maintenance or your Electricians anticipating new or upgraded 

GFCI receptacle installations.  Experts are anticipating the 2008 edition of UL 943 to require option ôbõ only.  READ ON: 

 

Effective July 28, 2006 UL943, the Underwriters Laboratories Standard for Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters, had required that GFCI Recepta-

cles meet new requirements when a device reaches its “end of life” (EOL).  The following is the exact wording from the 2006 UL943: 

  
5.15.5 When the internal test function is performed, a ground-fault circuit-interrupter receptacle that reached its end of life 

shall comply with either (a) or (b): 

  

a) Indicate by visual means, audible means, or both, that the device must be replaced. 

  

b) Render it incapable of delivering power. 

  
End of life infers that when the device is manually tested, (using the òtest & resetó buttons) the GFCI functionality feature is no 

longer available.  UL requires a visual or audible indication to inform the user that replacement of the unit is needed.  An al-

ternative to informing the user to replace the unit would be to permanently shut off power to the receptacle outlets and 

downstream loads. 

  
One company (name omitted here) chose to comply with this new requirement by informing the user to replace the device.  A visual indication 

that the GFCI receptacle has reached its “end of life” is provided in the form of a blinking red LED.  (Editor Note: Experts such as Mike Holt believe 

that the device should be rendered inoperative, rather than having a flashing light, that the customer has no clue what it means.  This would be option b with 

the current standard.) 

  

The company chose this method of compliance to the 2006 UL943 requirements for the following reasons: 

 
 Shutting down the power to a receptacle without warning or indication could cause confusion as to where the problem existed.  The user 

would be uncertain if they had a circuit breaker problem, equipment failure or if the receptacle had failed.  The blinking red LED is a certain 

indication of the GFCI receptacle failure. 
  

 The user would immediately be forced to find alternative sources of power.  It was anticipated that some of these “work-arounds” for alter-

native power sources would create unsafe conditions (cords under carpet, overloaded power strips, extension cord trip hazards). 
  
 Loss of GFCI functionality does not mean that a ground fault is present or a hazardous condition exists.  A GFCI receptacle that has lost its 

functionality is as safe as a standard receptacle.  It still has the standard grounding feature that a standard receptacle has to protect the user 

in the event of a fault condition. 
  
Some companies have decided to use UL option “b” in order to comply and permanently shut down power to the GFCI loads.  In this case, the 

trip mechanism is not being tested.  A test cannot occur when the “TEST” button is depressed.  The device is manually tripped when the “TEST” 

button is depressed.  No electronics or mechanisms are tested when the “TEST” button is depressed in this “permanently” failed mode.  The 

electronics are only exercised to allow the device to be reset when the “RESET” button is depressed.   

  
GFCI receptacles installed currently are subject to prior requirements and will not be affected by the 2008 standard.  It should be noted future 

purchases of off-the-shelf receptacles could technically be “out-of-compliance” when installed at dates well into 2009 or later.  However, it 

should be noted that both type of EOL mechanisms are in place now.  Do your employees know what to do if you have receptacles that 

fail the òTest/Resetó check or are showing an alarm indication? 

 

Food for thought:   
- Editor expansion of Mike Holt News update- March 24th, 2008 
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THE TECHNICAL CORNER - 2 

Boating and Boat Safety: Reduce the Odds of Carbon Monoxide Poisoning  

   In the inaugural issue of this newsletter the drowning hazards brought on by exposure to CO/COHb concentrations  

   and the lack of ordnances, monitoring or design to control exposures was vetted under the Government Affairs  

   program.  (Refer to the 2007 September Issue, page 5) 

 

   Hundreds die due to Carbon Monoxide poisoning and subsequent òdrowningó while recreation boating. Often from the òDead Zoneó at the rear  

   exhaust area. Some occurred in Marinas where hundreds of recreation boats gathered over holidays. Lake Powell, the most studied suffered 179  

   deaths from 1990-2004. The rest of Utah and Arizona, excluding Lake Powell added 52 more, Nevada with 30, Idaho with 8, New Mexico with  

   2 and Colorado with 1 show the extent of this problem in Region II. Legislating exhaust changes and monitoring requirements for Marinas are is  

   one solution. Task, search State and local regulations for status, then report results for possible follow up.  

 

   The following is an expansion on the topic: 

What is carbon monoxide? 

Carbon monoxide (CO) is a deadly gas produced when carbon-based fuels are burned. It is odorless, tasteless, colorless, and can cause 

carbon monoxide poisoning by entering the bloodstream through the lungs and displacing oxygen levels in the body.  

Exposure to CO can cause nausea, headaches, dizziness, loss of mobility, and unconsciousness. The symptoms can be mistaken for sea-

sickness, fatigue, or the flu. Common sources of CO emission on a boat include the engine, generators, cooking equipment, and heating 

appliances. Even when the boat is equipped with a carbon monoxide detector, the alarm is unlikely to be heard over the engine noise. 

How does carbon monoxide get onboard a boat? 

CO makes its way onto your boat in various ways. One way is referred to as the “station wagon" effect which occurs when a moving boat 

creates a vacuum behind it that tends to pull exhaust fumes back into the boat. This occurrence is worsened when the wind is behind the 

boat, and the boat is traveling slightly faster than the wind is blowing. If the effect is particularly threatening, alter your course so that the 
wind is working to break the vacuum. Carbon monoxide emission is more difficult to detect in well-tuned gas engine boats than in diesel-

run boats because diesel fumes usually have a much stronger odor.  

Carbon monoxide is heavier than air and tends to collect in cabin spaces by entering through an open cabin door. Increase airflow through-

out the cabin by leaving the rear cabin door ajar and by opening a window or hatch. Proper ventilation will clear the area of exhaust fumes. 

Like a car muffler, exhaust systems need frequent maintenance in order to detect possible leaks.  

Tips to avoid carbon monoxide fumes when boating 

Inspect exhaust system regularly (every 50 hours of operation or every 90 days, whichever comes first)  

Repair any fume exhaust leak immediately  

Change the direction of the boat if engine fumes are coming onboard  

Install a carbon monoxide detector on gas-operated boats  

Is it safe to sleep on a boat? 

Most CO fatalities on boats occur when occupants are asleep and gas generators are running. Unless the exhaust system is positively se-

cure and a CO monitor is certified operational and in place, for the most part, sleeping with a gas generator running is dangerous. There 

must be a constant flow of air throughout the cabin while sleeping.  

Should I install a CO monitor? 

Carbon monoxide alarms are effective only when they are checked regularly and maintained. Their sensors can degrade after a fairly short 

period of time, rendering them less accurate. Because they are sensitive to contaminants, CO monitors will often sound off at the slightest 

change and not shut off. Like household fire detectors, the tendency is to disconnect and forget about them. Have the unit serviced by a 

qualified firm at least twice a season, usually at the beginning and end of the season to ensure their proper function.  

Reduce the odds of carbon monoxide poisoning from boats by taking preventative measures and practicing safety. Non-lethal cases of CO poi-

soning are debilitating, painful and often result in a certain degree of brain damage. Being aware of the risk factors and symptoms of CO poison-

ing is the best defense. Enjoy boating in a safer, more conscious way.  
 
Warning: Carbon monoxide, an insidious byproduct of incomplete hydrocarbon combustion, is generated in toxic amounts by internal-

combustion engines, fossil-fuel furnaces, and fires and kills hundreds beyond those discussed above.              - Editor; general file sources -  


