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OSHA - Fatalities Drop To Lowest Levels Since 1992

OSHA Statement
Aug. 9, 2007
Contact: David Sims

Phone: (202) 693-1898

Statement by Assistant Secretary of Labor for
OSHA Edwin G. Foulke Jr. on new workplace
fatality data

WASHINGTON -- Assistant Secretary of Labor for
Occupational Safety and Health Edwin G. Foulke Jr.
issued the statement below about the Bureau of Labor
Statistics' (BLS) Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries
in 2006 http://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/cfoi.pdf,

which was released today. The fatality rate declined to
its lowest level since BLS began collecting data in 1992.
The rate last year was 3.9 fatalities per 100,000 em-

ployees, down from 4.0 in 2005.

The number of fatal work injuries among employees
younger than 25 years of age decreased nine percent,
from 568 in 2005 to 516 in 2006. In addition, the fatal-
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Despite the overall drop in fatalities, there

ity rate among Hispanic employees declined slightly, file
from 4.9 fatalities per 100,000 employees in 2005 to

4.7 fatalities per 100,000 in 2006.

"We are pleased to see both the rate and number of
fatal work injuries continue to decline. More working

were 1,226 construction work-related deaths
in 2006. Here, we can see that missing fall
protection (Upper) could lead to a second
injury to a co-worker (Lower). Ernie Harper-

men and women are returning to their loved

ones at the end of the work day," said Foulke.
"While these figures demonstrate progress, we

still have a long way to go.

The First Edition Of Your Newsletter

Beginning with this issue, we will
publish the Region Il Newsletter
on a Quarterly basis bringing
you current Chapter activities,
schedules, member articles ,
technical content and other

timely news of general interest.

Acting Editor and creator,
ARVP and Snake River Presi-
dent, Ernie Harper is producing
the inaugural issue aided by our

Executive Board, RVP Trish En-
nis, and Area Directors
“Brownie” Petersen and Jim Gallup
acting as our first pre-release

screening board.

Chapters are encouraged to
forward major event schedules
for publication and to share
their Newsletter topical articles
having wide regional interest.
We will look for technical arti-

cles from our many subject
matter experts similar to “Black
Ice-Dew Point, the Hidden Haz-

ard.”

This is your Newsletter and
your participation will help
make it one the best; practical,
instructive and timely.

Have publishing skills, let us

know. - Ernie Harper -



http://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/cfoi.pdf
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BLACK ICE and DEW POINT:

Where solar radiation has been blocked
or shortly after sunset, the air and road
temperatures will be the first to dip
below the freezing point causing any
standing water on them to freeze. Icing
can also be formed on roads by the
differences in the temperature and dew
point between the lowest few inches of

the atmosphere and the road surface.

On clear and cold nights, the surface of
the earth radiates heat back into space
faster than the surrounding air mass. As
this happens, the air just above the road
will cool, and eventually reach its dew
point temperature. The dew point pro-
vides a measure of the actual amount of
water vapor in the air. It is the tem-
perature to which the air must be
cooled in order for that air to be satu-
rated. When the temperature reaches
the dew point in those few inches
above the road surface, the air can no
longer hold moisture and any water
vapor will be forced to condense out.
This will cause a layer of fine water
drops to be deposited on the road sur-

Black Ice—Dew Point, The Hidden Hazard

face. Because the road is below freezing,
these drops will freeze to form a thin

layer of clear, hard ice.

Black ice can form at any temperature at
or below freezing, but often forms when
the road surface is between 25F and 32F.
In many cases of severe black icing, the
actual air temperature can even be above
freezing! Remember that the warmer
the air, the more water it can hold,
therefore temperatures above freezing
can hold more water than those below
freezing. With more water vapor in the
air, there is a better potential for more
condensation and more ice formation on
the road. Fog is formed in a similar man-

ner to black ice by cooling air temperature to
its dew point. Anytime you are driving on a
night with fog and a temperature around or

below 32 F, anticipate areas of black ice.

The above hazardous condition applies equally
to pedestrians walking on parking lots, road-
ways, sidewalks or, in general, paved or other

similar walking or working surface features.

In two of my cases, despite solid snow and ice
policies and good mitigation protocols, legal
action was brought, later to be set aside be-
cause the underlying causal was established as
a natural weather event, difficult to anticipate

and backed up by our evidence, shown below.

Earnest F. Harper, CSP, DABFE, DACFET, CFC
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Black Ice developed between 3—6 PM when the Dew Point was reached
in an otherwise clear parking lot at the Clinic. The fall occurred at 6 PM.

Major Training
and conference
Schedules from

the Chapters

New Mexico
and

The Big Sky

Plan early to visit beautiful West Yellow-
stone for a first rate Professional Safety &

Mark your calendars and plan to
attend the annual RGAIHA Fall
Technical Conference that will
be held in Albuquerque on No-
vember |-2 at the Wyndham
Albuquerque Hotel. This year's
conference has been expanded
to two days and will provide our
members with the opportunity

to earn a full 2 ABIH CM’s.

The first day will include plat-
form and poster presentations
related to health, safety, and
environmental issues.

gies and methods.

Health Conference to be held at the Holi-
May 14—16,

day Inn SunSpree Resort .

The second day will consist of a
professional development course
(PDC) discussing occupational
exposure assessment, followed by
a roundtable discussion on occupa-
tional exposure assessment strate-

Paul Hewett, PhD, CIH, Exposure
Assessment Solutions, will be the
PDC instructor and Linda Stiles,
Sandia National Laboratories,
will lead the roundtable.

New Mexico Chapter Technical Conference—November 2007

Complete registration infor-
mation will be provided in
early October. Please pass
this information to any of
your colleagues that may be
interested. The following
contact is subject to change.

Jim Coy Tel: 505 665-8767
email: jcoy@lanl.gov or John
McNeel Tel: 505

664-0023 email
mcneel@Ianl.gov

The Big Sky Chapter-The Intermountain NW Safety Conference-May 2008

2008. Look for full details in the next
issue.




Volume |, Issue |

Greetings Region Il and wel-
come to the first Region Il
Newsletter. It is my privilege to
provide a brief update on some
of the news from the Region

and the Society.

Region Il Demographics:

I'd like to provide some infor-
mation on Region Il. We are
comprised of eight states in-
cluding Idaho, Montana, Wyo-
ming, Utah, Colorado, New
Mexico, Nevada, and Arizona.
The Region is broken into two
Areas — Area A & B. There are

A Message From Trish

13 Chapters in the Region;
Area B includes Craters of the
Moon, Snake River, Big Sky,
Western Wyoming, Utah,
Colorado, and Pikes Peak and
Area A includes New Mexico,
Four Corners, Arizona, South-
ern Arizona, Sierra Nevada,
and Southern Nevada. Total
membership for the Region is
approximately 2,100 members.
The Region is governed by the
Regional Operating Committee
which is made up of the Re-
gional Vice President, the Area
Directors for Area A & B and

the Chapter Presidents.

Regional Operating Com-
mittee:

The Region Il Fall Regional
Operating Committee (ROC)
meeting was held in Grand
Junction Colorado on August
24™ and 25", This meeting was
hosted by the Colorado Pla-
teau Section and the Four Cor-
ners Chapter at the Grand
Vista Hotel. The Section ar-
ranged an optional tour for
interested members on Friday
morning. Several of us gath-
ered in the lobby and went on
a tour of the Sartomer plant.

Trish (Cont’d)

This plant produces polymers
that are used by manufacturing
in a variety of applications and
is used in products such as
tires and belts for the automo-
tive industry. Attendees were
provided an overview of the
Behavior Based Safety program
in use at the facility and then
had the opportunity to walk
through the production and

development areas.

The ROC meeting was well
attended and we covered the

latest developments at the
Society, including the roll out
of the Chapter Incorporation
project. After several years of
research and deliberation ASSE
has decided to move forward
with incorporating all the
Chapters in the Society. Chap-
ters who are not already incor-
porated in their own States are
being provided with the oppor-
tunity to incorporate in lllinois
which is where the Society
headquarters are located. ASSE
will file all of the annual paper-

work and pay the fees on be-
half of the Chapters. Chapters
who are already incorporated
will be allowed to retain their
current arrangements and the
Society will reimburse them for
the annual incorporation fees

paid by the Chapter.

The Society is taking this step
to provide a layer of legal pro-
tection to the Society, the
Chapters, members and offi-
cers that is created through
incorporation. Chapter Presi-

Trish (Cont’d)

dents have received the incor-
poration paperwork as well as
affiliation agreements. The
Society goal for getting the
paperwork back and filed is

December 2007.

Jim Gallup Wins the RE-
GION Il Safety Profes-

sional of the Year:

Jim Gallup was presented with
the 2006/07 Region |l Safety

Professional of the Year
Award. Congratulations Jim
and thank you for all of your

hard work!

The Leadership Confer-
ence:

The 2007 Leadership Confer-
ence was held at the beginning
of September at the Rosemont
Hyatt Conference Center Ho-
tel in Des Plaines. Thank you

to all of the Region Il Chapters
who sent representatives to
this important Conference!
Every one who attended this
conference left with at least
one new idea to take home and

apply in their Chapters.

Stay tuned for future editions
of the newsletter and please let
us know if there in something
you would like to see included

in future editions!

- Trish Ennis, Region Il RVP
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Trish Awards Jim with the
Region Il SPY Award at the
ROC meeting in Grand
Junction, Colorado.

- ROC File Photo

Congratulations
Jim, on earning
the Regi
Safety
Professional of

the year award

Leadership Conference
*2007: Attendees en-
tering ASSE’S Head-
quarters main lobby to
begin one of the staff-

guided ours.
*New attendance record of

192 established.
- Ernie Harper File Photo
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ASSE to Hold Crisis Management Symposium

NEW A10.4
STANDARDS Whether it be natural disasters, conflict within the workplace, pandem-
ics or any other types of crises, managing the situation keeps everyone
PACKAGE and everything as safe as possible. To help improve methods of crisis
AVAILABLE leadership, ASSE will host Crisis Management: The Safety Leadership
Role Symposium on Nov. 15-16 in Houston, TX. Attendees can partici-
pate in more than 20 crisis management practice sessions, collaborate
with peers during case studies and mock crises or attend a variety of ses-
sions that will focus on: minimizing the impact of a crisis; facing chal-
OThe st anld lengesthatarise from pandemics; communicating with the media during

and after a crisis; and firsthand advice on how to improve crisis leader-
ship from a BP investigation team member. In addition, participants will
build a crisis management plan for their organization. This will include:
developing the organization, roles and responsibilities to manage crises;
planning for crises; managing through crises; recovering from crises.

package is
important
especially on the

state level as some After attending, participants are expected to gain the skills to be able to

guide their organization through crises, help develop a prevention plan,

states still use the . . L. . - . . . .
deliver communication during a crisis and identify the organization’s risk

ol der v er s|i fora catastrophic event. For more information or to register for the
symposium, contact ASSE Customer Service Department at (847) 699-
John Quackenbush,
A10.4 subgroup NIOSH Recommendations-Metal Ladders and Overhead lines
chair OThe ' 2t oct
ON Oct. 5, NOISH an- electrocution deaths due to worksite surveys for jobs
A10.4 standard is nounced the online avail- ladders contacting power involving the use of lad-

important because
it addresses new
technol

more information

contact ASS E O

Customer Service

Department at
(847) 699-2929.

0g

ability of a publication that
offers recommendations
to prevent injuries and
deaths while working with
metal ladders around

overhead power lines.

5 Bureau of Labor Statistics
Census of Fatal Occupa-
tional Injuries data from
1992 to 2005 identified at
least |54 electrocution
deaths that resulted from
contacting overhead power
lines with portable metal
ladders (excluding truck-

Of these 154 deaths, 36
involved a person of His-

A NIOSH review of the U.S.

mounted and aerial ladders).

lines, it is estimated that
they made up only || per-
cent of the workforce dur-

ing this period.

Employers, workers, gen-
eral contractors and lad-
der manufacturers should
take the steps outlined in
the NIOSH publication to
protect workers while
working around overhead
power lines. Many of
these steps are required
or suggested by OSHA

regulations.

Steps employers can take
include:

ders. Always note power
line heights and distances
from work areas on site
diagrams to provide key
information for site su-

pervisors and workers.

Avoid or limit proximity
to power lines whenever
possible. Consider ladder
length and room for
ladder staging (safely
raising and lowering lad-
ders).
Notify the local electric
utility company for assis-
tance if work needs to be
done near energized,

overhead power lines.

The publication can be ac-
cessed at http:/
www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/wp

-solutions/2007-155.

panic origin. Although His-
panic workers accounted
for 23 percent of these

Identify the location of
overhead power lines as
a routine part of all initial



mailto:customerservice@asse.org?subject=A10.4%20Historical%20Safety%20Standards%20Package
mailto:customerservice@asse.org?subject=A10.4%20Historical%20Safety%20Standards%20Package
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http://www.asse.org/education/crisismanagement/
http://www.asse.org/education/crisismanagement/
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Region IT Government Affairs—A New Look

Region Il is taking a fresh look at Government Affairs. We still recognize that there is role to play for
our talented base of multi-skilled Safety Professionals, but in the past our GA Chairs often felt they
could only participate by stepping outside their comfort zone and into the legislative world of working
with House and Senate activities. Region Il will be taking a different approach where those knowledge-
based skills can make a difference. Not only can participating in Government Affairs enhance the
Safety Profession but it provides an opportunity to shape future legislature at the State and Local level
so that it protects people, property, and the environment while not being unnecessarily burdensome.

And, we’ll do it by applying skills already learned through hard-earned experience and education.

I have established Five Keys for success:

I. Provide a focal point at each Chapter with at least one, preferably more, looking at the State level,

selected major cities and the Capital City if not otherwise covered by a member.
2. Effective communication between the ARVP Professional Affairs (includes G.A.) and Chapter GA

Chairs.
3. A means of linking to, tracking and monitoring one’s own State Legislature along with an ability to

research State and local Codes and Ordnances.

4. Knowing and avoiding certain pitfalls such as being labeled a ‘“‘lobbyist’’ while occasionally connect-
ing with key elected officials on a variety of levels whenever appropriate. This can include commu-
nicating or inviting a Legislator to your Chapter Meeting, especially during re-election periods.

5. And most importantly, by coordinating our efforts on a finite number of tasks always based on our
knowledge and skills as Safety (Health and or Environmental) professionals coupled with an aware-

ness of need.

One of our tasks involves monitoring current legislative activities effecting SH&E matters and to pass
on those worthy of potential action, even if that action is limited to communicating a pending change in
a State Code or local ordnance. However, it is those SH&E issues that ARE NOT being addressed
where we may make our most important contribution and where you can leverage your knowledge in
so many ways. We’ll communicate these to you (or take your inputs) in future messages. But for now

consider the following exploratory examples:

f Hundreds die due to Carbon Monoxide poisoning a
Often from the oODead Zoned6 at the rear exhaust
reation boats gathered over holidays. Lake Powell, the most studied suffered 179 deaths from 1990-2004.
The rest of Utah and Arizona, excluding Lake Powell added 52 more, Nevada with 30, Idaho with 8, New
Mexico with 2 and Colorado with | show the extent of this problem in Region Il. Legislating exhaust
changes and monitoring requirements for Marinas are is one solution. Task, search State and local regu-

lations for status, then report results for possible follow up.

1 Lack of Statewide environmentallcommunity noise standards all too frequently allow residential property
owners to lose the battle over having Commissioners approve adjacent installations of Gravel Pit or other

huge noise sources without benefit of mitigation to acceptable levels. Task: Code Status?

1 Highway and Train Tunnel Safety: Given the tragic event of October I3th, 2007 where 3 died in a multiple
vehicle crash and fire north of Los Angeles, should suppression systems be mandatory for tunnels over a
certain length? Should Carbon Monoxide levels be monitored for /4 mile or longer tunnels? Task: If risk,

cost and benefit warrant, seek a sponsor for legislative input.

There will be more on Region Il GA activities but you can help now by letting us know you’re interested
(Key Item No. 1). Send your contact information via the Chapter President to your Area Director or

myself, Ernie Harper, ARVP (PA/GA); < ernisc@mindspring.com >

nd
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ICE WALKI NG (FALL AVOIDENCE TIPS)

Created b y Earnest F. Harper, CSP, DABFE, DABFET, CFC

PLEASE COPY & POST OR ROUTE TO YOUR PERSONNEL.:

Almost every year, your employees and the Public experience severe "SLIP & FALL" injuries associated with
weather, particularly ICE.

The greatest risk of injury tends to occur during transition to/from vehicles, from outdoor to indoor on tile,
or from carpet to tile (wet footwear) and on outdoor slopes or elevation changes however slight.

Short of purchasing slip-on ice grippers, there are several important things that you can do to reduce personal
risk while "ICE WALKING."

I. Maintain a firm 2 or 3-point contact with your vehicle until both feet are securely planted. Leave hand-
carry items in the vehicle until you are ready to shut the door. Avoid using your elbow to shut the door.
It's far better to set one or more hand-carry items down first, get steady, then shut the door with an easy

motion.

2. Most slip and fall injuries occur with heel or toe "strikes" that shift unexpectedly. Take very short steps,
making sure that the whole shoe contacts the surface.

3. Carrying a somewhat heavy or awkward item over irregular ice and snow patterns (e.g. parking lots), is to
be avoided at all costs. Take time to get a cart, get help or if possible move the vehicle to a better loca-

tion.

4. Carry purses and briefcases low by your side. Keep hands out of your pockets for better balance and be-
cause it provides a chance to either recover from a slip or to minimize impact.

5. Wear shoes suitable for slick conditions. These include footwear that fit properly, (not loose but with ties
or buckles) and have low heels. If needed, have an "indoor" pair to change into.

6. Be sure to wipe shoes thoroughly when entering buildings with tile floors. Simply walking over carpet
won't dry shoes off immediately, especially near entry-ways where the carpet is wet or damp from out-

door traffic.

The vast majority instinctively will do most of the above, but like the first winter storm, we often fail to make
the transition right away or we let our focus drift at exactly the wrong moment.

Be safe and contact your Safety or Security personnel if you need assistance or have questions or concerns.
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